
CC: "Ed Comeau" <edcomeau@gmail.com>, <kenelstein@gmail.com>, <SWilliams@belchertown.org>
From: "Chris Martin" <chrsmrtn0@gmail.com>
Sent: Thu, 12 Dec 2024 02:29:14 +0000 (UTC)

Subject: Re: DRAFT: Press release on nicotine-free generation vote
To: "Andrea Crete" <acrete@townofware.com>

I think that, with Andrea’s updates, it looks good. If I had to add anything, it might be worth mentioning that it was a 4-0-1 vote for the first motion and 5-0 on the other two. This shows that the majority
of the board supported this. 

Chris

On Dec 11, 2024, at 9:02PM, Crete, Andrea <acrete@townofware.com> wrote: 

﻿ 
﻿Thank you Ed, I would add for the nicotine free generation birthdate that it is on or after January 1, 2004. You wrote that it was just after January 1, 2004, but the language for nicotine free
generation is on or after that date. 
The other edits I would make is in regards to the nicotine pouches, the regulation that was voted on was not a language to ban, it is language to Restrict the sale of these products to adult only
tobacco stores. 

Thank you  
Sent from my iPhone

On Dec 11, 2024, at 8:40 PM, Ed Comeau <edcomeau@gmail.com> wrote: 

﻿ 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Town of Ware organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Folks, if you can please review this as soon as possible and get any comments back to me, I would appreciate it. I'd like to get this out tomorrow and on the website, getting
ahead of the story.

Thanks!

Ed

DRAFT
 
Contact
 
Andrea Crete, Director of Public Health
Quabbin Health District
413-323-0406
acrete@townofware.com
 
Belchertown becomes the 11th municipality to adopt nicotine-free generation regulations
 
(Belchertown, MA DRAFT)– The Belchertown Board of Health voted at its meeting on December 11 to adopt groundbreaking nicotine-free generation regulations, becoming the 11th
municipality in Massachusetts to prohibit the sale of nicotine products to anyone born after January 1, 2004. This action positions Belchertown as a leader in the movement toward creating a
nicotine-free generation, aiming to curb youth access to addictive nicotine products and mitigate long-term health risks.
 
Additionally, the Board voted to ban the sale of flavored nicotine pouches in the town, with a 60-day implementation period for businesses to comply.
 
The public hearing preceding the vote was well-attended, with over 50 participants joining both in person and virtually. Attendees included residents, non-residents, store owners, and
advocates representing both sides of the issue. The Board allowed 30 minutes for public comments, fostering a dynamic discussion before deliberating on the regulations.
 
“Today’s vote underscores Belchertown’s commitment to prioritizing public health, especially for our youth,” said Board member Ken Elstein. “By taking these measures, we are setting the
stage for a healthier future and joining a growing number of communities dedicated to protecting the next generation from the harmful effects of nicotine addiction.”
 
This local action coincides with broader statewide efforts to address nicotine use. A recent announcement revealed that nicotine-free generation legislation is set to be introduced in the
Massachusetts legislature in January 2025, signaling growing momentum for this public health initiative.
 
The Board of Health encourages businesses and residents to review the new regulations and prepare for their implementation. For more information, please contact the Belchertown Board of
Health at 413-323-0406
 
About the Belchertown Board of Health
 
The Belchertown Board of Health is committed to protecting and promoting the health and well-being of the community through education, advocacy, and regulation. The Board addresses a
range of public health issues, from disease prevention to environmental health, ensuring a safe and healthy community for all residents.
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