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Enjoying this newsletter? Tell a friend.

Good morning friends,

Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital-Needham just received the largest donation in the hospital’s history.

The $20 million gift from grateful patient Valerie Trotman and family will serve as the catalyst for “Transforming
Health Care Here” a comprehensive $40 million campaign to support BID Needham’s mission of providing
extraordinary care in the community.

“This generous gift will be used to meet the rising demand for patient-centered care in the community with both
urgency and creativity,” said John Fogarty, president, BID Needham.

We think we’ve found the right person for
this moment

We struggled finding exactly the right speaker for this year’s Fall Business Breakfast, happening Nov. 1 at the
Newton Marriott.

Why? We realized this year’s event was happening five days before the election.
Many of us will have already voted. Many of us will be sick of the negative ads, lies and fear mongering.

And many of us will be stressed and on-edge — fearing not only who will be elected but what might happen if he
isn’t.
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We think we’ve found just the right guy.

Steve Gross is a Needham native and a Newton resident who runs the Life is Good Playmaker Project. He’s an
internationally renown speaker who has earned rave reviews addressing top corporations, business associations
and nonprofits.

Gross’ has a unique way of helping bringing out the best in people and organizations — especially in challenging,
change-filled times.

We believe it will be a special, dare | say, optimism-fueled, morning.

I hope you'll join us. Reserve your seat here.
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Wellesley Select Board sides with multi-
family projects

The Wellesley Select Board voted 3-1 Tuesday to support two Town Meeting articles that would facilitate
multifamily developments at Washington Court and on Walnut Street in Wellesley Lower Falls.

Last-minute abutter opposition forced an unfavorable Advisory Committee vote on one of the projects two weeks
ago. That lead developer Joe Hassell and the Planning Board to seek support from the Select Board to strengthen
the proposals’ standing and motivate Advisory to reconsider.

Only Select Board member Beth Sullivan Woods opposed the articles, suggesting that adding housing at the
proposed locations would disrupt medical and business activity, not far from Newton-Wellesley Hospital.

Given the staffing shortages in the medical field, we suggest adding housing there is exactly the Rx the medical
sector and adjacent businesses need.

Fortunately, three of Sullivan Woods’ colleagues (Tom Ulfelder was absent) share our view and support Articles 16
and 17.

Chair Colette Aufranc noted that the zoning changes align with the town’s goals and objectives and said adding
housing in village centers keeps them robust and vibrant.

Both items head to Special Town Meeting Oct .21.

Updates on our remaining MBTA
Communities

Needham based businesses and nonprofits who’d like to lend their voice to efforts to create more diverse
housing in Needham should email the chamber’s Max Woolf today to learn one simple way you can help a
lot.

Need to know more about Needham’s housing plan? Participate in person or via zoom for a discussion
and Q&A next Thursday (Oct 17), 7 p.m. at the Needham Public Library on the latest refinements to the
MBTA Zoning Plans in advance of the Oct. 21 Town Meeting.
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There’s great information on the Needham Housing Coalition’s new website too.

The Watertown City Council and Planning Board will have a public hearing on zoning amendments for the
Watertown Square Area Plan, which would also allow the city to comply with MBTA Communities Law,
Weds (Oct.16) 6:30 p.m. Watertown Library and remote. Details.

Mass Housing Partnership has created this useful regional MBTA Communities Resource Guide.

Generational tobacco ban likely in Needham

The Needham Board of Health is likely to pass a regulation next month that would ban the sale of tobacco and
vapor products to anyone born on or after Jan. 1, 2004, adding to the growing list of Massachusetts’ communities
to institute a generational tobacco ban, reports the Needham Observer.

That would mean anyone born after Jan. 1, 2004 would never be able to buy tobacco products in Needham no
matter how long they live, which presumably will be longer if they don’t smoke but about the same if they take their
tobacco shopping elsewhere.

There are six retailers in Needham, all convenience stores or gas stations, that would be affected by the regulation.

Friday grab bag

*

The Globe’s editorial board is urging a “No” vote on the ballot question that would remove MCAS as a
graduation requirement without replacing it with something else. “Schools in Massachusetts are the envy of
the nation,” they write. “But Question 2 threatens one of the foundations of the state’s success.”

BBJ Editors are also a “no”: “Now is not the time to send the signal that Massachusetts is lowering our
educational standards. We simply can’t afford to do that.”

Here’s how the Chamber’s Board of Directors feel about Question 2
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The Needham Human Rights Committee and Needham Diversity Initiative are hosting the annual Needham
Multicultural Festival, Oct. 20 at Needham High School from 1 to 5 p.m. More than 20 countries will be
represented with information tables, food, and live performances. It’s free and there’s still time to host a
culture table or perform

The annual annual Indigenous Peoples Day Newton Ceremonial Celebration returns to Albemarle Field
Monday (Oct. 14) from 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Win gift cards from over 40 Wellesley restaurants through Wellesley Rotary Club’s “Dinner On Us”
sweepstakes.

Join REACH fora corporate lunch on Oct 22 at noon at the Hilton Garden Inn in Waltham to learn how local
businesses can support survivors of domestic violence in the workplace. For questions, contact Casey
Tobin.

Olin College President Gilda A. Barabino has been awarded the 2024 Dickson Prize in Science from
Carnegie Mellon University.

It's sort of safe to fall into the Charles River past the Longfellow Bridge again. (Universal Hub)

The Mass. Department of Revenue will administer a tax amnesty from Nov. 1, through Dec.30, 2024. DOR
will waive most penalties for eligible taxpayers who submit an online request for amnesty, file outstanding
returns, and pay tax and interest owed. Details.

Board leadership change at The Village
Bank

After a decade as board chair of The Village Bank, good chamber friend Ken Brennan is retiring from that role.

Brennan spent 23 years as The Village Bank’s president and CEO. Before that, he was president and CEO of the
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Auburndale Cooperative Bank. Brennan will continue as a board member. In addition to many other roles he’s
also a former chair and director for our chamber.

Tom Keery, who has been on the bank’s board since 2016, will become chair starting in January.

Keery owned and operated Frost Motors for 30 years and has also served on our chamber’s board, in addition to
many other civic roles.

We’'d cross that bridge if they ever get to it

Finally, could this little-used railway and bridge that crosses the Charles in Allston alter the generally dreadful
experience of traveling from our west suburban communities to Cambridge, particularly MIT and Kendall Square?

Sure if you're a fan of (long) books on tape, you can get to Kendall now by taking the Green Line or commuter rail
to downtown Boston, then transferring to the Red Line.

Or — again if you're not in a rush — you can experience the joy of Exit 131 on the Mass Pike.

But a new study from the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority digs deeps into an idea that’s been bandied about
for some time, reports Bruce Mohl at CommonWealth Beacon

The Grand Junction Feasibility study looks at what it would take to convert the old rail line (currently used only
occasionally by the MBTA and Amtrak to transfer commuter rail trains) and replacing it with passenger service to
six stations.

Trains would run from the proposed new MBTA station at Harvard University’s emerging research-oriented
neighborhood in Allston to MIT/Kendall Square and onto North Station.

Yes, it's expensive. Yes, there’s logistical challenges. And yes, there are a lot of conflicting needs out there, as
Mohl explains.

But for our communities and everyone west of us, it would be a game changer.
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And that’s what you need to know for today, unless you need to know what the CDC says is the world’s healthiest
vegetable.

RIP Ethel Kennedy and El Tiante.

Enjoy the long weekend.

Greg Reibman (he, him)

President & CEO
Charles River Regional Chamber

617.244.1688

Sponsor this newsletter

Fall Business Breakfast
featuring Steve Gross, Life is Good Playmaker Project

Fri. Nov 1, 7:15 to 9:30 a.m.

Marriott Newton, 2345 Commonwealth Ave, Newton
Members $100, Future Members $125 (or join today and attend for free)

Reserved tables, program book ads, and additional sponsorship packages also available.

Steve Gross, founder and chief playmaker of the Life is Good Playmaker Project (as well as a Needham-native
and current Newton resident) will deliver the keynote address at the Fall Business Breakfast, the chamber’s largest
annual gathering of the region’s business, nonprofit and civic leaders.

Gross has spent over 30 years championing the transformative power of optimism in a variety of settings. Using
research, humor, and personal stories from his 25+ years as a clinical social worker, Gross will share how
optimistic leaders bring out the best in people and organizations- especially in challenging, change-filled times.

REGISTE

R NOW
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Over 400 attendees are expected for the 109th Fall Business Breakfast; which also serves as our biggest
fundraiser to support our organization’s year-round operations, programming and advocacy. Buffet breakfast and
networking start at 7:15 a.m., program will run from 8 to 9:30 a.m.

Deadline to secure tables, program book ads and other sponsorship opportunities is Fri. Oct. 18 If you have any
sponsorship questions, reach out to Lise Elcock at Igelcock@charlesriverchamber.com.

NEXT WEEK

BIPOC Networking Night at Bianca

Thurs. Oct 17, 5:30 to 7 p.m.

47 Boylston St, Chestnut Hill

Free, open to members and non-members

Calling all business and nonprofit professionals of color in the Charles River Metrowest region!

Join us for a special BIPOC Networking Night at Bianca in Chestnut Hill.
This event is specifically for professionals of color to connect, network, and build community.

Enjoy complimentary appetizers while networking with peers in a welcoming and relaxed environment. Please
RSVP so our host can plan accordingly.

REGISTE

R NOW

DEI Initiative Sponsors

Eastern Bank presents

Coffee Connect

at Waterstone at the Circle
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Wed. Oct 23, 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.

385 Chestnut Hill Ave, Cleveland Circle

Free, open to members & those interested in learning more about the chamber.

Join us at Waterstone at the Circle for a free morning networking event in partnership with the Brookline Chamber!
Open to members and those interested in learning more about the chamber, coffee connects are a great way to
grow your professional network over coffee and conversations.

REGISTE

R NOW

As an exclusive benefit, chamber members can preview the RSVP list before the event.

Coffee Connect Series Sponsors

Authors & Innovators: Business Ideas Festival

Fri. Oct 25, 8:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Mosesian Center for the Arts, 321 Arsenal Street

or attend via livestream

Free, open to all

Authors & Innovators is a free, innovation community-based event for
entrepreneurs, students, CEQ’s, venture and angel investors, and anyone interested
in business. The overall goal is to introduce new ideas, foster meaningful dialogue,
and of course, move our motivated audience to read business books and engage
with other like-minded entrepreneurs to learn more about the exciting journey of

building a business!

This year, our theme is The Persuasive Entrepreneur. We will be talking about
leveraging the power of storytelling to explore your own journey, grow a brand,

raise money, motivate a team, sell a business, and inspire change. Stories matter
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and the most successful leaders are the ones who know how to develop and share

an effective narrative to inspire willing change in others.

This event is organized by Gennari Aronson and presented in partnership with the Charles River Regional
Chamber. The event is free, but registration is required to access links and/or for in-person attendance.

FULL SCHEDULE AND

RSVP

Platinum Partner

Emerald Partners

Sapphire Partners

Diamond Partners

Gold Partners
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Enjoying this newsletter? Forward to a friend.

JOIN THE CHAMBER

Support our community, strengthen our advocacy
& access resources to grow your business.

OUR MISSION
is to champion our communities' economic

and cultural vitality through education, advocacy and networking.

OUR TEAM
Greg Reibman, President & CEO

Lise Ann Q. Elcock, VP, Membership & Development

Katherine Herer, VP, Operations

Tracey Aldrich Antaya, Membership Engagement Director

Theresa Fitzpatrick, Programs & Events Manager

Maxime Isaac, Member Services Manager

Max Woolf, Public Policy Manager

EVENTS REFUND POLICY

Unless otherwise noted, event registrations are transferrable but not refundable.

617-244-5300 | info@charlesriverchamber.com

www.charlesriverchamber.com
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