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9/11’s failures led to a first-responder network — which
will vanish if Congress doesn’t act
Amidst the chaos was a group of heroes — firefighters, police officers, paramedics and
countless others — who ran toward the danger, risking their lives to save the lives of others.

What many Americans didn’t see that day were the communication failures that made an
already-impossible job even harder for these first responders.
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First Responder Communications Remain Vital on the 24th Anniversary of 9/11
The anniversary of September 11, 2001, is always difficult for the millions of Americans who lived in New York and Washington,
D.C. and saw the terrorist attacks firsthand, and everyone...

 

Is There FirstNet Oversight?
Many have complained there isn’t enough. Are they right? You be the judge. There has been considerable talk
within NTIA and on the Hill as well as a couple of public safety...

   

A First Responder’s Experience: Verizon Frontline Fails to Impress
In August 2025, I decided to look for a personal cell phone. So, I decided to give Verizon Wireless a try. I have
experience in wireless...
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Calling All First Responders
Opportunity to let your voices be heard
FirstNet Authority is conducting workshops across the U.S. to get feedback on where you need wireless broadband
coverage. For more information, please call or email your state / territory advisor. Their contact information can be
located here:

ADVISOR CONTACT INFORMATION
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FirstNet is Transforming Communications for First Responders in Marion County,
South Carolina
Today, AT&T and the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet Authority) joined local first responders, public safety officials
and community leaders in Marion County to highlight how FirstNet® Built with AT&T – the only 5G...

 

FCC, DOJ in Court Defending Plan to Open More Public Safety Spectrum
to FirstNet
Faced with lawsuits from those on both sides of the issue, the government is defending its plan to open potentially valuable
public safety spectrum to...

 

FirstNet is Transforming Communications for First Responders in
Alamance County, North Carolina
Today, AT&T*, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) and the First Responder Network
Authority (FirstNet Authority) joined local first responders, public safety officials and community leaders in Alamance County to
highlight...

 

Tech Talk

What If the Lights Go Out?
Kansas Unveils a Game-Changer for 911 Centers Across the State If you’ve ever worked in 911, especially as an administrator,
you know one of the most persistent...

 

How 5G Is Shaping the Future of Public Safety Technology for First
Responders
5G and FirstNet will provide first responders with faster, more sophisticated, and more diverse communications options

 

Future of Public Safety Communications and Why 4.9 GHz is Essential |
PSBTA
Explore why the 4.9 GHz spectrum is vital to the future of public safety communications and what it means for emergency
response technology.
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GRANTS BULLETIN AUGUST 2025
FREE GRANTS INFORMATION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY

Grant information on www.allthingsfirstnet.com and the ATFN Grants & Tribal Grants
Bulletins is only available via subscription. However, members of public safety and
government agencies will continue to receive this information with a FREE subscription. If you
have not already, please register today.

REGISTER NOW:
 

The First Annual Howard C. Liebengood
Symposium:
 
The Evolving Law Enforcement Landscape and the First
Responders’ Mental Health Crisis

Date: September 17-18, 2025

Location: Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg Center

VIEW AGENDA    |   VIEW SPEAKERS

Presented by:
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Let Congress know how crucial FirstNet is to
public safety.
Support the reauthorization of the FirstNet Authority to preserve public safety’s network
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SIGN THE PETITION

FirstNet Coverage Survey
The PSBTA is collecting information on where additional
FirstNet coverage is needed so that we can pass it on to
those that make that decision. Help us Help You by
taking this 30 second coverage.

TAKE SURVEY

Webinars & Podcasts

WEBINAR
 

Optimizing the power of AI & FirstNet for public safety
Artificial Intelligence (AI) & FirstNet are changing the landscape of public safety communications. Working in concert, these
tools will not only help first responders and the public safety community, but exponentially increase the efficiency and accuracy
of mission-critical responses.

Join Michael Barnbeck, Deputy Executive Director of the PSBTA, and Stephen Devine, Chief Technology Officer of APCO
International, as they delve into the wide world of AI. Specifically, they will discuss what is AI, how does AI integrate with public
safety broadband, explore use cases where AI has been successful, and the importance of FirstNet reauthorization to the
expansion and evolution of AI.

WEBINAR
 

How FirstNet Deployables Can Help You During a Disaster
When a disaster hits, FirstNet helps your organization stay connected to ensure you have access to voice and data when it
matters most. From Compact Rapid Deployables (CRDs) to Cells on Light Trucks (SatCOLTs) and Cells on Wheels (COWs),
the FirstNet Response Operations Group (ROG) has more than 180 dedicated deployable network assets to assist public
safety and communities.

Join Chief Jeff Johnson (Ret) and Fred Scalera, Director of Program Management and the Response Operations Group for the
FirstNet Program at AT&T, as they discuss how to request assets, the capabilities of the various assets, suitability of
deployables for incidents, and much more!

WATCH RECORDING

WAtCH RECORDING
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PODCAST
 

FirstNet and the 4.9 GHz Spectrum.
This episode dives into the critical evolution of public safety communications, focusing on the recent FCC decision to establish
a nationwide Band Manager framework for the 4.9 GHz spectrum, and discuss the evolution and deployment of the FirstNet
System. Host Chris Tubbs interviews Chief Jeff Johnson, a leader in public safety technology and the development of FirstNet.
Together, they explore the history, governance, and transformative potential of FirstNet and the 4.9 GHz spectrum in enhancing
public safety operations with emerging technologies like AI, 5G, and augmented reality. The discussion emphasizes the
importance of protecting and optimizing public safety spectrum, the lessons learned from past advocacy efforts, and a call to
action for public safety leaders to remain engaged in ensuring the spectrum’s effective use and governance.
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