
 

Committee/Board:  Board of Health  
Meeting Day/Date/Time:  Thursday, October 19, 2023 
 
Location:    Milano Center, 201 West Foster Street 
                     Tierney Hall    
 
 
Call to Order: Frank Brincheiro  Time Called:  5:32 PM 
Second by: Carol Ann Licitra 
 
 
In Attendance/Roll Call:  
Board Members:  Frank Brincherio, Carol Ann Licitra, Lillian Kelly 
Health Department: Director, Anthony Chui; Administrative Assistant, Christy Bolduc 
 
 
Public Hearing – Nicotine Free Generation 
Frank Brincherio made a motion to open the public hearing at 6:32 PM 
  

Vote to open the public hearing for Nicotine Free Generation: 
 Frank Brincheiro– Yes 

Carol Ann Licitra – Yes 
Lillian Kelly – Yes 
PASSED 3-0-0 

 
 
 
Carol Ann Lictria made a motion to open the floor for the public hearing so that Anthony Chui 
could read letters submitted. 
Lillian Kelly second the motion.  

Vote to open the floor for the public hearing: 
 Frank Brincheiro– Yes 

Carol Ann Licitra – Yes 
Lillian Kelly – Yes 
PASSED 3-0-0 

MEETING MINUTES 
City of Melrose 

City Hall 

562 Main Street 

Melrose, MA 02176 



Anthony Chui reads the proposed changes to the Board of Health tobacco regulations include, 
but are not limited to the following: 

1. “Prohibition of sales – No person, firm, corporation, establishment, or agency shall sell 
tobacco or e-cigatette products to anyone born on or after 1/1/2004. 

             Any person, firm, corporation, establishment, or agency who or which shall violate any                        
provisions of this regulation and upon written notification shall be fined and suspended in   
accordance with the schedule set forth under the Regulations of the Melrose Board of Health 
Restricting the sale of Tobacco Products”  
 
Anthony Chui then reads the following letters from: Jason Lewis and Kate Lipper Garabian, 
anonymous Melrose High School student, Dr. Ron Sen, Edward Smitt, Lester MD MPH, Kyle 
Feldman (National Convenience Distributers), David Spross (NATO), Lisa Stevens-Goodnight 
(ESQ Director of Tobacco Control), Kate Silbow Professor of Law, Mark Gotleaf (Public Health 
Advocacy Institute), Jeff Bolduc, Peter Brennan Esquire (NECSEMA), Daniel Jurayji (North 
Suburban Cardiology).  
 
 
 
Public Comment: 
Frank Brincheiro made a motion to open Public Comment 3 minutes per person, comments to 
the board only, no open dialogue at 7:14 pm.   
 
Chris Duffey CEO of James J Duffey Inc, distributors to convenient stores, coffee shops, and 
smoke shops.  He is expressing his concern that no one wants to see tobacco in the hands of 
kids.  His second point was that everyone in the room was asked to be there, and he doesn’t 
see the people of Melrose barging in the doors with a public outcry that this should be put into 
place.  However, kids are not buying tobacco products from convenient stores, they are buying 
them from the black market and online.  Kids are smart enough to not buy them from 
convenient stores where there is a 75% vape state tax in Massachusetts.  Convenience stores 
sell things other than tobacco products, and this is going to devalue their business every day 
until there is nothing left for them.  We should be focusing on resources to get kids to quit 
smoking and educate them to never start smoking to begin with.  Claiming the state of 
Massachusetts received an F from the Campaign for Tobacco Kids and spends 2% of the 
$200,500,000 funding they get annually from consumers of tobacco to prevent kids from 
starting to smoke. 
 
Emily Hatchouel Public Health Specialist – See attached letter 
 
Maddie Bolduc from 9 Everett St Melrose – See attached letter 
 
Daniel Geluhun district manager for Shell Gas Station – He agrees the age should be 21 but if 
this passes it will be bad for the retailers but help the street dealers.  Also, NH is not far from 
here and they will go buy tobacco products there. 
 



Micheal Carlino 601 Lynn Fells Parkway Melrose – See attached letter 
 
Jaya Karamcheti MVPHC – States that vaping is normal and there is no avoiding it.  In school 
kids shove paper towels in the smoke detectors so they can vape.  Also, on the way to the high 
school football game they had to pull over so her friends could smoke.  She was also able to buy 
nicotine products at 3 different stores being a youth buyer. 
 
Leah Mallozzi MVPHC – States students in high school are spending more time vaping than 
studying, as a result doing poorly academically.  Also, kids just want to fit in.  If one student gets 
their hands on a vape it is a domino effect and the group of students that vape gets larger.  
There is nothing to gain but everything to lose from nicotine and we need this legislation to give 
us the best chance to live our best lives. 
 
Brian Moore Sherwood Rd – He started smoking at a young age and was immediately addicted 
and continued to smoke for 30 years.  His father has COPD and his mother had a heart attack as 
a result of smoking.  He quit about 3 years ago but has had a few slip ups, but it has been the 
most difficult thing that he has ever had to do.  Once we are addicted, we lose the choice about 
smoking because we are already addicted. 
 
Maureen Buzby Tobacco Program – See attached letter 
 
Paul Brodeur City of Melrose Mayor – Argued that smoking is bad, and it needs to stop and we 
need to structure a system that leads that to zero.  Hopefully the SJC will pass this ordinance 
and we will be in great shape.  He also has a personal story about his family that smoked, and it 
took them 10 years to quit.  He also compared his dad and uncle George, his dad passed away 
in his 80’s and his uncle passed away in his 60’s.  The only difference between the two was his 
uncle smoked till the day he died, and his dad did not.   
 
Sandra Brown 130 Tremont St Melrose – See attached letter 
 
Melissa Lowry Regional Public Health Nurse – See attached letter 
 
 Lillian Kelly made a motion to close Public Comment at 6:19 pm.  
 Carol Ann Licitra second the motion. 

Vote to close Public Comment: 
 Frank Brincheiro– Yes 

Carol Ann Licitra – Yes 
Lillian Kelly – Yes 
PASSED 3-0-0 

 
Lillian Kelly made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:33 p.m.  
Carol Ann Licitra second the motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Further Discussion: None 
 Vote to adjourn the meeting 



                           Frank Brincheiro– Yes 
Carol Ann Licitra – Yes 
Lillian Kelly – Yes 
PASSED 3-0-0 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:33 p.m. 
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