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Dem likely ekes out win in Taunton rep race

Sam Drysdale
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At Mass General Brigham, our patients come first. That’s why we’re constantly exploring new ways to
improve care. From groundbreaking research to breakthrough clinical trials, we’re always bringing the
latest discoveries directly to the people who need them most.

Democrats managed to hold the line in a county that's turning redder around them in the latest
House special election — but just barely.

Democrat Lisa Field claimed victory Tuesday night in the Third Bristol District to replace the late
Rep. Carol Doherty, who passed away earlier this year, in a close race against her Republican
opponent.

In doing so, she eked out a win by just 21 votes to keep part of Taunton blue, though within the city

limits Field lost.

The race is so close that her Republican opponent, Taunton city councilor and local funeral home
director Larry Quintal, hasn't conceded and said he'll be seeking a recount.
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Unofficial results from Taunton's elections division show that Field came in 53 votes behind Quintal.
She received 49.12% of the vote from voters in the city, with 1,542 ballots cast in her favor, and
Quintal won 50.81% with 1,595 votes.

However, Taunton is only part of the Third Bristol district. The town of Easton pulled through for the
Democratic candidate, with 1,032 votes going to field and 958 to Quintal. All told, it was a 21 vote
difference in favor of Field.

Just before 10 p.m. on Tuesday, Quintal posted on his campaign's Facebook page, "We are heading
to a recount. We need to make sure every vote is counted."

In recent years, Republicans have had gains in the southeastern part of the state. Especially Bristol
County. And especially in Taunton.

Republican Sen. Kelly Dooner of Taunton flipped a seat formerly held by Democrat Mark Pacheco
last year — the first time in over 30 years the Senate seat covering Third Bristol and Plymouth was
held by a Republican.

Another Bristol County Republican, Rep. Justin Thurber, defeated incumbent Democrat Patricia
Haddad in the 2024 general election to represent part of the city. GOP Rep. Norman Orrall rounds
out the Taunton delegation. If Quintal had won, Taunton would be represented entirely by
Republicans at the State House. .

The city's rightward swing reflects a larger trend in its surrounding area. President Donald Trump
got 48% of the vote in Bristol County in 2024, and nearby city Fall River has made national news
for its surge in support for the national GOP in recent years.

At least for now, it seems the Democrats may have managed to maintain a small foothold in the
reddening area.

MASSterList Job Board

Senior Transportation Engineer — NEW!, City of Newton

Worker’s Compensation and Safety Coordinator. — NEW!, City of Framingham
President & CEO — NEW!, New England Village

Operations Director — NEW!, Stop Predatory Gambling

Senior Planner — NEW!, City of Malden

Deputy Town Manager, Town of Needham

Executive Director, American Council of Engineering Companies of Massachusetts
Building Inspector, City of Newton

Chief of Survey, City of Newton
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Design Project Manager, City of Newton
Assistant Town Attorney- Land Use and Litigation, Town of Barnstable

Historic Preservation Policy Director, Preservation Massachusetts

Jobs continue below the fold — post a job

Happening Today

9:45 AM | One year before the first game of the 2026 World Cup, FIFA World Cup 26 Boston unveils a
public countdown clock. (Faneuil Hall, Boston)

10 AM | New England Council hosts a roundtable discussion of mentorship featuring Patrick Bench,
president of Benchmark Strategies; Alia Hamada Forrest, director of business development for the city
of Boston; and John Valentine, senior director of MassChallenge. (UMass Club, Boston)

1 PM | Common Cause Massachusetts hosts its 2025 lobby day. Attendees will push for legislation to
expand the right to vote and reform campaign finances, such as new reporting requirements for ballot
question campaigns. (Room 428, State House)

6 PM | Emerge Massachusetts hosts its annual Women of the Year awards fundraiser, honoring U.S.
Rep. Ayanna Pressley, Sen. Lydia Edwards, Rep. Marjorie Decker and Essex Register of Deeds
Eileen Duff. (Foley and Lardner LLP, Boston)
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WHOOPS IN WHALING CITY: New Bedford city councilors are backtracking after they mistakenly
passed an ordinance that legalized duplexes in single-family neighborhoods. - New Bedford Light

BALLOT ROYALE REPORT: The advocacy group Common Cause Massachusetts is prioritizing
legislation that calls for more frequent campaign financing reports from ballot question committees. -
CommonWealth Beacon

PUSHING PRIMARY: Scott Lang, the former mayor of New Bedford, pens a column calling for someone
to primary Democratic US Sen. Ed Markey, who will turn 86 in office if voters return him to Washington in
2026. - Boston Herald

FOIA FILES: The back and forth between the city of Boston and federal officials continues. Boston
Mayor Michelle Wu signed an executive order calling for city officials to regularly submit Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) requests to the Department of Homeland Security asking who is getting detained
by immigration offices. - GBH News

POLL POSITION: A Boston Globe/Suffolk University poll breaks down the unhappiness of voters in
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island have with the Trump administration. - Boston Globe

MEANWHILE, IN NEW YORK: Michael Bloomberg, the ex-NYC mayor who grew up in Medford before
going on to found his eponymous media company, is endorsing an old rival in the city’s mayoral race in a
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bid to block a surging democratic socialist. - Politico

— Sponsored by Eversource Energy —

‘l don’t know what my life would be like without Boston Children’s Hospital’: A family’s story of
triumph and how your support can help save lives

Something was wrong. The due date for their twins was still months away. Twenty-six weeks was far too
soon. With emotions and fear running high, Molly and Maddy Needham were born weighing less than
two pounds, and it wasn’t until day seven that their parents were able to hold their daughters for the first
time — READ MORE

The Business Desk

BIOTECH BOOM OVER? As a big biotech conference comes to Boston, columnist Scott Kirsner
wonders if the area’s strength in the field is fading amid company shutdowns, layoffs and vacant lab
space. - MassLive

STILL BOUND FOR PROVINCETOWN: “The hundreds of international students who come to the Outer
Cape through the U.S. State Dept.’s Summer Work Travel program will still be here this year, despite a
recent disruption to the scheduling of interviews for the J-1 visas that allow them to travel.” -
Provincetown Independent

ANTI-VAX SIDE EFFECT: Employees inside Cambridge-based vaccine maker Moderna are concerned
about federal officials pushing policies amid an increasing anti-vaccine environment. - Boston Globe

HONORING MENINO: The Massachusetts Convention Center Authority, which runs the Boston
Convention and Exhibition Center, is planning a July 12 ceremony to officially name the facility after the
late mayor Thomas Menino. - Universal Hub

ICYMI

US Coast Guard searching for the F/V Seahorse, a fishing vessel two days overdue — Cape Cod Times

“Call Her Daddy” Podcaster Alex Cooper alleges she was sexually harassed by soccer coach while at
Boston University — Boston.com

Swampscott's own Dave Portnoy talks about why he voted for Donald Trump, and which issues have him
leaning towards Democrats. - NPR

For blind and low-vision nature lovers, birding is 'by ear' — GBH News

- Megan Johnson

@megansarah;
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This Berkshires pool in a former limestone quarry. ©Can you
imagine how much that conversion cost? boston.com/real-
estate/lu...
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Job Board

Do you have an open job you'd like to feature here? Click here to place a job board order, or email
Dylan Rossiter at Publisher@MAS SterList.com.

Operations & Finance Manager, Partners In Democracy

Chief Program Officer, Central Massachusetts Housing Alliance
Administrative Assistant, Office of the Massachusetts Attorney General

Lead Healthcare Policy Analyst, Massachusetts Office of the Inspector General

City Clerk/Clerk of the Council, City of Newton
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