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OFFICERS

Chair

JiM CROSBY

Crosby's Markets

Vice Chawr

JAY RAINVILLE

Demaulas Super Markets

Treasurer

RICHARD HINDS

Fnudmasler Super Markets
Pagl Chal

MARILYN TILLINGHAST
CAS Whalesake Grocers

DIRECTORS

JOE ALICANDRD

Stop & Shop

SUREN AYEDISIAN
Omnt Foods Supermarkets
MICHAEL BDURGUINE
Assoclated Grocers of

BELL BREHENY

DAN BROCK

Bozzuto's

RICK CARON

Trucchi’s Supgrmarkets
TODD CHISHOLM
Advantage Sales & Marketing
GRAHAM COOPER
Windsor Marketing Group
RALPH CROWLEY. JR.
Polar Baverages

CARL CULOTTA

Gold Medsl Bakery
CATHERINE D'AMATO
Greater Boston Food Bank
CHARLES DAMOUR

Big ¥ Foods

TOM DAVIS

Garetick Farms

JOHN ANDREW DEJESUS
Foodmaster Super Markets
JACK DONELAN
Donelan’s Supermarkets
SUSAN FAGAN

Coca-Cola Refreshments
RONN GARRY, IR.
Tropical Foods International
MICHAEL GOLD

Blg Y Foods

RUSS GREENLAW

Price Chopper Supermarkels
CHERYL HINKSON
Hannaford Bros, Ca,

808 HOGAN

Hostess Brands

KEVIN KAVANAGH

utz Quality Foods

PHIL LEBLANC
Longfellow Benefits

AL LETIZ10, JR.

A,). Letizio Sales & Marketing
STEVE LINCOLN

Garelick Farms

TOM MARANDOLA
ESM/Ferolle

HNICK MATOOK

Acosta Sales & Marketing
JENNA MCDONALD

Lews Supsrmarket

DAVID MCGLINCHEY
Shaw's Suparmarkats
:IO%RRY “CHIP” O'HARE

PAT OPPEDISAND
Boston Retall Grocers
CRAIG PARISEAL
Nestie Purina

JACK PUCCIO

Adilfe Marketing

RICK ROCHE

Roche Bros. Supermarkets
ED SEEKER

Trader Joe's
JONATHANM SLAWSBY
Madison Food Corg.
MICHAEL SLEEPER
hnperial Hstributors
CHRIS SNELL

whole Foods Market
JIM STANTON

Pepsi Beverages Company
BRAD STEWART

Kraft Foods

SAM SWEET

King Arthur Flour

MIKE TOBIA

Pepsice Warehouse Saies
MARK TRAVERSE
Kraft/Mabiseo

SCOTT TROTTIER
Gcean Spray Cranberrles
ED TYLER

General Mills

BILL WEAVER

HP Hood LLC

*Ex-Officia

““Honorary

MASSACHUSETTS FOOD ASSOCIATION

Prasident

CHRISTOPHER FLYNN

May 16, 2011

31 MILK STREET, SUITE 518

Attention: Rebekah L. Gewirtz

President

Somerville Board of Aldermen
131 Morrison Avenue, #1
Somerville, MA 02144

Dear Ms. Gewirtz,

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02109

(617) 542-3085
FAX: (617) 542-31505

Email: mafood@mafood.com

My name is Brian Houghton and I am the Vice President of the
Massachusetts Food Association. The Massachusetts Food Association is a trade
organization that represents the Commonwealth’s grocery and supermarket
industry on all legislative and regulatory issues affectmg the retail and non-retail
segments of the industry.

On behalf of our retail food store members that operate in the City of Somerville
with establishments that sell prescription drugs, the Association respectfully
requests to be recorded in opposition to the proposed regulation restricting the

sale of tobacco products at these establishments within the City of Somerville for
the following reasons:

o This proposal unfairly targets a small percentage of outlets where legal
It does not do justice towards protecting,
promoting and preserving the health and well-being of Somerville’s
citizens, but rather does an injustice to a small percentage of the city’s
retail food outlets that sell a legal product;

tobacco products are sold.

» Food retailers that presently sell prescriptions and legal tobacco products
must adhere to some of the nation’s most restrictive requirements with
regards to the legal sale of tobacco products in the City of Somerville. For
example, there are strict limitations placed upon businesses for the proper
sale of legal tobacco products through the city’s participation in the 5-City
City Tobacco Control Collaborative;

s The MA Attorney General’s Office also enforces 940 CMR 21.00 and 940
CMR 22.00 with regards to the Sales and Distribution of Cigarettes,
Smokeless Tobacco and Cigars in Massachusetts;



. Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 270 Sections 6 & 7 also restrict the sale of
legal tobacco products.

The Massachusetts Food Association has worked cooperatively in the past to provide
materials to its members to educate them on these restrictions and ensure compliance.
We have worked in the past with local Tobacco Control Programs and the MA Attorney
General’s office to distribute Retailer Resource Kits for Merchants and annually provide
information from the Coalition for Responsible Tobacco Retailing, Inc. on their “We
Card” Program. This material is used to educate consumers and patients who enter
supermarkets that sell prescription drugs on the harmful effects of using legal tobacco
products.

This ordinance as proposed merely blocks legal trade of a legal product from a tiny
proportion of all retail outlets that sell these products, and will only force consumers who
wish to continue to purchase them to merely take their business elsewhere, perhaps in
some instances simply across the street.

I.thank you for the opportunity to provide comment and would be happy to answer any
questions you or members of the Commission may have on this proposal.

Respectfully,
Brian Houghton

Ce:  Somerville Council of Aldermen
Somerville Board of Health



